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Caddo Mounds – Mission Conception – Fort Houston 

Nacogdoches 
 
CADDO MOUNDS STATE HISTORIC SITE More than 1,200 years 
ago, a group of Caddo Indians known as the Hasinai built a village and 
ceremonial center just east of Weches. Today, three earthen mounds 
still rise from the Neches River valley which was the southwestern-
most ceremonial center for the great Mound Builder culture. Buildings 
at the Historic Site were destroyed by a tornado is 2019, but the site 
reopens in January 2020. 
 
CAMINO REAL The old Spanish road called the Camino Real first 
entered Texas in the late 17th century. The Camino Real was a 
network of Spanish roads originating in Mexico, crossed Texas, and 
ended at the presidio at Los Adaes in Louisiana.  Although the route 
was developed to confront and counter French intrusion into the 
Spanish borderlands, the route was followed by Spanish missionaries 
attempting to Christianize Indian groups from the Rio Grande to the 
Red River.  
 
 
MISSION CONCEPTIÓN After an intensive five-year search, a team 
of archeologists discovered he original location of Mission Nuestra 
Señora de la Purisima Concepción de los Hainais, later “de Los Tejas” 
in western Nacogdoches County.  The mission is the oldest yet 
discovered from 18-th century Spanish Texas.  The discovery team 
was led by Nacogdoches physicians Tom Middlebrook and Morris 
Jackson.  The village that developed around the mission was known 
as “Concepción de Agreda” in honor of María de Jesús de Agreda, the 
“Lady in Blue”. 
 
EYES OF FATHER MAGIL Franciscan Father Antonio Margil, who 
founded Mission Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de Nacogdoches is 
said to be responsible for the springs.  During a drought in which the 
creeks dried up, Father Margil spent a night in solemn prayer for this 
people and had a vision. The next morning, he proceeded to a high 
bank in the bend of LaNana Creek where he knelt and prayed. Then 
he struck his staff against the rock bank, and two springs of life-saving 
water began to flow. The people were saved, and the springs became 
known as The Eyes of Father Magil.  
 
FORT HOUSTON The Republic of Texas established a stockade and 
blockhouse west of Palestine in 1836.  The fort was abandoned in the 
early 1840’s.  The site became Fort Houston to avoid confusion with 
the town on Buffalo Bayou.  In 1836, the fort became a refuge for 
members of the Parker Family when they were attacked by 
Comanche, Kiowa and Kichai Indians at Fort Parker in Limestone 
County. In the raid, the Comanche seized Cynthia Ann Parker, who 
remained with the tribe 24 years and the mother of Quanah Parker. 
 
HOTEL INFORMATION We will be staying both nights at: 

FREDONIA HOTEL 
Nacogdoches 
936-564-1234 

Ask for TOMFRA Group Rates:  Tower Cozy king $119; Tower Double Queen $119 
RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY MARCH 13! 



 
 


